DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
The Legal Adviser 


■/? <&> 


a. ... • • 

COHFIlffltflAL ? 

• •• •• • ••• • 

• • • • • • • 

• « • • • •• • 

••• • • * • • 

••• 

•• 

•• 
• • 

9 . 

MQfi)SAKDUM 





October 30, 1962 


TO: U - Mr. Ball 

FBDM: I* - Leonard C. Meekej^ 

SUBJECT: Assurances on Cuba 

Attached sre seven different forms In which assurances 
related to the security of Cuba might be cast* 

Alternatives A and B are based on relevant provisions 
in the Charter of the Organization of American States, 

Alternative C is based on Article 2, paragraph 4 of 
the Charter of the United Nations, 

Alternative D is premised on some parallel undertakings 
by Cuba against the export of revolution by subversion, and 
it is designed to cover the problem of Cuban refugees. 

Alternative E is based on the President's Press Confer- 
ence Statement of September 13, 1962. 

Alternatives F and 6 are based on the exchanges of 
letters between the President and Khrushchev on October 27 
and 28th, 1962. 
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Otfttbac 24, 1962 


Ite ***»«£, co^-.U- * th. ionics B*p*lic. 1- 
feaOsad oa a&asaoaa £ to OH1 maaipias set fmrtfe is Article 
5 of ete Cfearta? of tba 0*gfiaiSsatl©a of Jttariaaa Stataa. Thasa 
priacfilpiaa laelctda tha coadanBatlos of agsraasioag good faith 
In tha ?elatlosa ba tv aa n Stataag lAtftssatteiial law as (ho ataadasrd 
of eosduet la racipxoeal ralatleaaf asd a daglanptoaB that iatas* 
national osdar eooalats aasastlally of raapaet fo» tha pasaoaality* 
sovairalgaty itad in dapandnnca of Statas, aad tha faithfal fulfill* 
aaat of obligations darlvad fro© traatiaa aod othar sotsceaa of 
lutaxiiattoael latr» Xha Ifeltad Ssa&oo ragsxda thaaa principles 
as tha fouadatiea of lea policy is relation* ?gith tha othar 
Aanrieas Saptsbllcs* It la tha daalro a&d pwrp^s« of tha United 
Stat** that tha ralatlooa of this couatsy with Cufca, aa with 
othar aeabars of tha 0ggtm!aaUen» shall ha fouail^ ia a aataai 
raspaet far a&d afessrvasea of tha Frisalpias aat forth ia ita 
Chartas* 
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of £6£s« cjplnot tbo tozsttosiol ia€o$*ity osr political isdopoa- 
doaco of «a^ stoto, o? is say otter mbhmht laeoasiotoat with 
tfeo Ctect«s of tte Oat&d Met&o«» n Squally, ante** of eh* 
eoBM&lty of aotiofio ar» boentf t$ zefxgls fzo» otter foaoo of 
ogsrosoion «7 latofffoicfflbseo la tte offolro of otter ftatoo* 
0» « teolo of rooipsoo$l «o*fwe 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
ALTERNATIVE D October 27, 1962 

As a member of the Organization of American States, the United States 
is guided in its policies by the Principles set forth in the Charter of the 
Organization adopted at Bogota in April 1948. The United States attaches 
particular importance to the following declaration contained in Article 5 
of that Charter: "International order consists essentially of respect for 
the personality, sovereignty, and independence of States, and the faithful 
fulfillment of obligations derived from treaties and other sources of 
international law." 

The United States Government takes cognizance of the statement of the 
Government of Cuba of , setting forth undertakings by Cuba 
to fulfill faithfully its international obligations and in particular to 
refrain from any actions in relation to other American Republics which 
would contravene obligations set forth in Articles 7, 11, and 15 of the 
Charter of the Organization of American States. It is understood that dis- 
charge by the government of an American Republic of its obligations under 
that Charter includes appropriate measures with respect to actions by 
persons within its jurisdiction, in accordance with the requirements of 
international law. 

Taking note of the aforementioned statement of , and 

in conformity with the declaration contained in Article 5 of the Charter of 
the Organization of American States, the United States Government affirms 
that its policy is to accord a scrupulous respect for the sovereignty, ter- 
ritorial integrity, and political independence of all the American 
Republics, including Cuba, expecting in return a like respect and faithful 
fulfillment of obligations. 
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October 30, 1962 


Tjp fp.itedjStAtfcs^ncS fhfe ofcfter lAlaerican Republics 
are bound together in solemn treaty commitments designed 
to maintain and promote the security and the peace of the 
Western hemisphere. The Inter- American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance and the Charter of the Organization of American 
States set forth basic obligations and responsibilities 
incumbent on members of the Inter- American system. In 
conformity with its international duties, the Government 
of the United States will neither initiate nor permit 
aggression in this hemisphere. 
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I October 30, 1962 


In conformity with the undertaking proposed by 
President Kennedy in his letter addressed to Premier 
Khrushchev on October 27, 1962, the Government of the 
United States gives its assurances against an invasion 
of Cuba. As stated by the President, the United States 
believes that other nations of the Western hemisphere 
would be prepared to give similar assurances • 
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October 30, 1962 


The Government of the United States recalls the undertaking pro- 
posed by President Kennedy in his letter of October 27, 1962 to Premier 
Khrushchev that the United States would give assurances against an inva- 
sion of Cuba, upon the establishment of adequate arrangements through 
the United Nations to ensure the carrying out and continuation of commit- 
ments to remove from Cuba all weapons systems capable of offensive use 
and to halt the further introduction of such weapons systems into Cuba. 
The President in his letter expressed confidence that other nations of 
the Western Hemisphere would be prepared to do likewise. On October 28, 
1962, the President replied to a letter from Premier Khrushchev of the 
same date and stated that he considered his letter of October 27 and 
Premier Khrushchev's reply of October 28 "as firm undertakings on part 
of both governments which should be promptly carried out." The Government 
of the United States renews and affirms its adherence to these undertakings. 
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